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Shriners Children's Charity Cup Returns
August 20
The 5th annual Shriners Children's Charity Cup will take place Saturday,
August 20 from 8am-8pm at Erie Bank Sports Park (6159 Oliver Rd, Erie,
PA). This fundraising event, that benefits Shriners Children's Erie, will
include 12 hours of non-stop hockey on two separate rinks, contributing to
one overall score. Over 30 teams and 16 games will be played to determine
this year's Charity Cup Champion!
Not a hockey fan? You can still get in on the fun by cheering on Shriners
Children's patients in the sled hockey game from 12:30-2pm or checking out
the Chinese auction/raffle items. Learn more at ChildrensCharityCup.org.
Hope to see you there!
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Former Patient Lives Un-Limb-ited Life
understand how to use their prosthetics by
participating in sports, such as these. In
addition, the camp allows the teen amputees to
bond with each other and develop confidence
and support through friendship. Lucas was
excited by the camp’s mission, so he wrote an
essay and completed the application process.
He was selected to attend the camp. He says
his experience was spectacular.

Lucas was born without a right forearm. As a
patient of Shriners Children’s, he learned the
skills and developed the resolve necessary to
lead a full and active life.
The staff members at Shriners Children’s Erie
inspired Lucas, now 28 years old to give back.
This journey began when he was 17 and
received a flyer advertising the Un-Limb-ited
Amputee Camp in Utah. The camp is
coordinated by Shriners Children’s Salt Lake
City.

Prior to attending the Un-Limb-ited Camp,
Lucas had never had the opportunity to interact
with other kids who were missing a limb. It was
enlightening for him to see how other children
approached their challenges. Lucas now
volunteers as a counselor at the same camp
and shares his experiences with teens who
may be facing some of the same challenges he
experienced.
Lucas credits the people around him – his
family and the staff at Shriners Children’s for
being his biggest motivators. He was raised to
do his best at everything, never make excuses
and never give up. Advice that he offers to
anyone facing obstacles in life is to “Have faith
in yourself and reach out to others. Open up to
someone. Never doubt yourself, and always
advocate for yourself.”

The camp gives children, ages 13-17 who are
missing a limb, the opportunity to learn skiing
and snowboarding or to experience white
water river sports like kayaking, canoeing and Early in his life, Lucas used a body powered
rafting, as well as camping. One of the camp’s prosthesis, which uses the existing muscles in
missions is to help the teenagers better
the upper arm to control the wrist, hand and
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elbow. In 2013, Lucas was fitted with a
myoelectric prosthesis, which offers more
control. In 2021, Lucas decided it was time for
a prosthetic upgrade.
Lucas became aware of a United Kingdom
robotics company, ‘Open Bionics’, the creator
of the Hero Arm, a 3D printed, lightweight
bionic myoelectric prosthesis. After seeing
how the arm looked, advanced function, and
the mission of Open Bionics, he decided this
was the next prosthesis for him. After
insurance denial, Lucas linked up with the
company to launch a GoFundMe campaign for
the arm, which was ultimately successful in
just 3 months. Presque Isle Medical
Technologies, also in Erie PA, offered to fit
Lucas with the Hero Arm socket, and Lucas’s
Hero Arm was delivered in February 2021.
Lucas says the Hero Arm has helped boost
his confidence and body image due to the
robotic and customizable covers that come
with the bionic prosthesis, and that people are
no longer apprehensive about asking Lucas
about his limb difference. In fact, Lucas says
that it has opened doors for positive
communication about limb difference and
disability rights.

Month in Ohio for 2022, which was signed
by Governor Mike DeWine, and has been in
contact with his representatives in the Ohio
General Assembly regarding prosthetic
insurance fairness legislation. “It’s
oppressive to the limb different community
to be denied medical devices we need in
order to live adaptive lives. Insurance
shouldn’t hold the power to deny us the
ability to walk, open doors, cut food in the
kitchen, pour drinks, and so much more,” he
says. “This is the type of care I received as a
patient at Shriners, never having to worry
about insurance denial or ability to pay.
Insurance companies should follow the
example of Shriners Children’s. They
change lives for the better.”
Lucas is excited to be an early member of
the Patient Alumni Network at Shriners
Children's. The Patient Alumni Network was
formed in 2022 as part of Shriners
Children’s 100th Anniversary

Now, Lucas is advocating for fairer access to
prosthetic devices, especially through
insurance. He requested an official
proclamation for Limb Difference Awareness
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Celebration. The goal of this new network is to connect former patients with each other and
provide opportunities for them to share their stories and accomplishments with other patients,
Shriners, donors and the public.
Lucas also continues to give back to the Shriners Children's location that provided care for him
for so many years. He recently donated his old prosthetic arms, which he no longer uses. They
will be used as samples to educate new patients.

Shredding for Shriners
Save the date for the fall edition
of Shredding for Shriners!
Looking for a safe way to dispose
of personal documents and
receipts? Protect yourself from
fraud and identity theft by
bringing your items to Shredding
for Shriners.
For a donation to Shriners
Children's Erie, Pirrello
Enterprises will shred your
documents and offer you peace
of mind.
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